VANCOUVER BIENNALE
OLYMPIC ACTIVITY

THE VANCOUVER BIENNALE. AN OPEN-AIR
MUSEUM WITH 29 GRAND SCALE SCULPTURES BY
26 ARTISTS FROM 12 COUNTRIES. SOME WORLD
RENOWN, OTHERS RISING SUPER STARS.
FROM THE SPECTACULAR TO THE CURIOUS,
TO THE PLAYFUL AND THE CONTROVERSIAL.
ALL SITUATED ALONG SOME OF VANCOUVER'S
MOST BEAUTIFUL BEACHES, WALKWAYS, URBAN
PLAZAS AND TRANSIT STATIONS. CREATING A
CULTURAL EXPERIENCE WHERE PEOPLE LIVE,
WORK, PLAY AND MOVE ABOUT THEIR DAILY
LIVES. DISCOVER ART IN UNEXPECTED PLACES!

NOT TO BE MISSED

The infamous Gao
Brothers do it again
with Miss Mao Trying
to Poise Herself at the
Top of Lenin’s Head.
Both political narrative
and a reflection on
the current nostalgic
attitude towards Mao. Banned in China and getting
a controversial reception in Canada. Located at
Elmbridge and Alderbridge Way, Richmond.

A-maze-ing Laughter
by Beijing-based artist
Yue Minjun depicts his
own iconic laughing
image in this group of
twelve giant bronze
figures with gaping grins
and closed eyes in a
state of hysterical laughter. The star of the exhibition.
Located at Morton Park, English Bay.

During a visit to
Vancouver, Spanish
artist Jaume Plensa
was inspired by the
city’s cultural diversity.
We, 2008 celebrates
that diversity by putting
multiple alphabets
together to create a single human form. Sitting
peaceful and proud at English Bay, the larger-than life
figure welcomes the world to our shores. Located on
Sunset Beach, beside the Vancouver Aquatic Centre.
Most spectacular at night.

JOIN US

Nightly: Spectacular Light Show. Come to Sunset
Beach Park to view the Vectorial Elevation light show
in and amongst some of the most beautiful Vancouver
Biennale sculptures. Simply incredible.

Weekends: Collectable Pins and Postcard Giveaway.
Come to A-maze-ing Laughter at Morton Park on
English Bay between 12:00 and 2:00 in the afternoon
and look for Vancouver Biennale teams in bright yellow
jackets giving away collectable pins and postcards

FIND US

Downloadable Media Kit, Sculpture Map
and High Resolution Photography available at
www.yancouverbiennale.com

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Flickr
Media Enquiries: (604) 682-1289 or (604) 730-0540

info@vancouverbiennale.com

VANCOUVERBIENNALE.COM @



VANCOUVER BIENNALE
FACT SHEET

THE VANCOUVER BIENNALE The Vancouver Biennale
mounts biannual public art exhibitions outdoors,
creating an open air museum. Each exhibition features
world-class international sculptures, new media and
performance art located in parks, beaches and urban
plazas. The objective is to celebrate art in public spaces
and to create a uniquely accessible cultural destination
where residents and visitors from around the world can
come to experience the brightest new and world renown
talent in contemporary art completely free of charge,
throughout the seasons.

The emphasis is on engagement, accessibility,
diversity and education. Through a diversity of

artistic mediums, aesthetic sensibilities and cultural
perspectives, a dialogue about the art and art in public
spaces begins. The Vancouver Biennale also produces
publications, curriculum, professional symposiums and
public lecture series.

Pursuing the theme “in-TRANSIT-ion”, the 2009-20T11
exhibition will expand and situate art along bike routes,
at the Vancouver International Airport, at new Canada
Line stations and wrapped on buses and rapid transit
trains. In doing so, the exhibition will emphasise the
physical movement of people in our mobile society, as
well as our changing attitudes and sensibilities towards
public art.

The Vancouver Biennale (Vancouver International
Sculpture Biennale/Biennale Internationale de la
Sculpture de Vancouver) is a non-profit corporation
created pursuant to Part 2 of the Canada Corporations
Act and a registered charity. It is funded primarily
through the sale of art after each exhibition by Christies
Auctions. 100% of the revenue from that sale is used to
fund the next exhibition, which covers the majority of
the operating budget.

The 2009-2011 Vancouver Biennale has three
components: Sculpture, New Media and Performance.
Phase | consists of sculpture installations, with the
majority installed by January 2010. The sculptures will
remain on display until Summer 2011. Phase Il New
Media and a Performance Art Festival will start in May
2010 and will run through August 2010. Additional
events include In Transition: New Art from India at the
Richmond Art Gallery from April to June 2010. The
Vancouver Biennale will present two lectures as part of
the Lulu Speaker Series in April and May 2010, featuring
Dennis Oppenheim and Hema Upadhyay. The second
BIKEnnale cycle tour of the sculptures will take place
in the Spring 2010.

PHASE 1 SCULPTURES: 29 SCULPTURES BY 26
ARTISTS FROM 12 COUNTRIES. Of the 29 sculptures, 5
are Legacy pieces that were acquired by the Vancouver
Biennale Foundation from the 2005-2007 exhibition.

CANADA: Kelly Mark, Sorel Etrog & Michel Goulet
CHINA: Wang Shugang, Yue Minjun, Liu Jianhua,
Michael Zheng, Jun Ren, Zhan Wang,
& Gao Brothers
KOREA: Yee Soo Kyung & Choi Taehoon
SPAIN: Jaume Plensa
FRANCE: Bernar Venet
USA: John Clement, Fletcher Benton,
Dennis Oppenheim, & Joe Sola
MEXICO: Javier Marin & Yvonne Domenge
POLAND: Magdalena Abakanowicz
LITHUANIA:  Vladas VildziGnas
ITALY: Igor Mitoraj
INDIA: Sudarshan Shetty

ENGLAND: Patrick Hughes & Sophie Ryder

A LEGACY OF PUBLIC ART: The Vancouver Biennale
Foundation is committed to acquiring two major
pieces of sculpture from each exhibition for the
purpose of offering them on long-term loan to
Vancouver and surrounding areas for public display.
One is a "Curator’s Choice” and the other is a “People’s
Choice”. It is our way of saying thank you to the
community and ensuring that the city benefits from

a legacy of internationally acclaimed works of art for
many generations to come.

Five sculptures were acquired from the 2005-2007
Vancouver Biennale: “Walking Figures” Magdalena
Abakanowicz (Poland), “Engagement” Dennis
Oppenheim (USA), “King and Queen” Sorel Etrog
(Canada), “217.5 Arc X 13” Bernar Venet (France) and
“Jasper” John Clements (USA).

VANCOUVERBIENNALE.COM @



